CLINTON HILL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
26 Shanley Avenue 
Newark 8 New Jersey 


A COPY 


February 20, 1960 


Miss Agnes Coleman 

Newark Commission on Neighborhood 
servation and Rehabilitation 

Room 210, City Hall 

Newark 2, New Jersey 


Dear Miss Coleman: 


The plan published in the daily press on Fcbrucry 17 to form a ne 
"citizen's committee" as part of the Lower Clinton wi Urban Renewal 
Project was discussed at a special esting of this council's govern 
ing assembly on February 19. The letter below contains the assem- 
bly's response to the announced plan, 


The Clinton Hill Neighborhood Council welcomes the action by the 


a 

vation and rehabilitation projects, The council, however, find 
the proposed committee unacceptable in R in funct. fon, ak 
in the manner in which it was worked up and announced 


First, the committee departs from what we feel is the true spirit 
and intent of the Federal requirements for bt ie oe participa ation. 

The committee would serve as an 

and would have no powers to make real PEE affecting t 

‘he committee ae Pa Te 
a sort of glorified errand boy and discussion group; it wou 

teni the valuable time of Clinton Hill residents and community 
eaders 


p 
2 
a 
ot 
5 
@ 
o 
tal 
© 
£ 
+ 
H 
o 
B 
o 
la] 
e 
p 
2g 
Q 
o 
w 
PH 
p 
p 
a 
. 


In contrast, I cite from a letter received from Mr, David Walker, 
Federal Urban Renewal Administrator, on February 9: "The role of 
community organization begins with the involvement of e citizenry 


at the e y stages of planning development... Effective mobil- 
ization of citizen particivation is essential to successful neigh- 
orh conserva .a our kn dge there has been no injunction 
against the creation of a citizen-governmental liaison commi 


take an active role in the planning process, the execution of the 
plans, or the orientation of the neighborhood,” 


Second, the proposed committee would be so aene as 5o D inr oiea 
At its maximum it might include about four dozen per e dif- 
ficulties of sett a to all pM oe 


ere even raetace it is launche > 


Re 


Third, the committee would deeply involve this council without there 
having been any prior discussion on the details before the announce- 
ment was made, It was A agree 5 a fait accompli, not as the n - 


d m 
representative of the area. In fact, our understanding was GT no 
committee was feasible, an understanding fostered pu 


2a recently, as January 22, commenting on an earlier proposal by us 
hat a liaison com ape be set up, Miss Dorothy Cronheim, Director 
he te 


Therefore, the announcement that a "citizen's co tee" ae ve al 
created took our members entirely by surprise. 


Fourth, the creation of a new"citizen's committee" ignores the four 
years of intensive labor which hundreds of us have aor oted in the 


causes of Urban pride, lea- 
dershi aining, and healthy intergroup aaro In four 
years the council conducte yo etings, ller block-branch 
meetings, and conferences a Zo nity leaders on its 

Board =- all under the pression that our activities and organiz- 
tion were vitally important in the whol n to Beoserye > 


neighborhood. In this connection, I should like to cite a 
the many comments on our work from yourself and other city oticiala: 


As early as April 2, 1956, Mayor Carlin wrote to us: "I am pa 
ularly pleased with the purpose of the Council: To promote good ern 
n 


; n 
prosperous one in which to live can be thwarted by the indifference 
of its citizens, Community spirit is the basis of good government." 


On December 13, 1956, phe ag Clinton Hill Urban Renewal Project 
was announced after a ting in which the late Judge Cooper, then 
Councilman from the South Ward, eat I, representing ome council, 


was chosen, Miss Coleman said, because of five major point weer 
Active community organizations working toward ceaanerhooe laine 
ment" (Newark Star Ledger). Also, "Factors favoring the selection 
of the Clinton Hill site included its high degree of neighborhood or- 


£ 

Clinton Hill section was one of the prime factors FoR agg the Fed- 
ral Government and the (NCNCR) under the chairmanship of Miss Agnes 
Coleman, in selecting the area for the site of Newark's first neigh- 


eer 


orhood conservation pilot project and the first one of its kind in 
the United States 


In fact, in a letter to me of February, 1957, you yourself wrote 


surpass them 


In view of these testimonials and the public record of our program 
-- bus trip to Philadelphia, ees. 1957; Sonta Side High §eheol Con- 
ferences on Planning and Renewal; conference on housing last fall -- 


much of it with city officials taking part, a ue widely public- 
ized locally and even nat ionally, its is di Tfront for us to under- 
i 


ed. 
Mr. George J. Brenn, on December 21, 1939, sent youa complete ntes 
of its members, This coming Wednesday, February 24, the board will 
meet with Mayor Carlin to discuss Urban Renewal, 


Our block-branches extend geographically into every part of Clinton 

Hill, They embrace nony of the blocks in the renewal area, while in- 

dividual members live on others, We welcome to agree ae ees 

property owners and beganoa, who lives or works in the 100: 

Clinton Hill section, Our meetin ngs are ext xtensively. Cettielees through 
e press and through local announcements 


Qn all of the above grounéy the proposal of a new "citizen's committee’ 
is, we feel, both startling and unneccessary. 


To conclude, the record of the past few years will prove the patience 
and respect which our council has accorded to you and 2 the Re eens 
We have always endeavored to work through "channels." Much O; 
correspondence, regrettably, has gone unanswered, (For Coan E 
August 21, 1958, October 18, 1958, and again on March 4, agit 


suggested that you consider’ n the NCNCR 
of strengthening it, but not one of these Saatasie was an- 
in 


eri 
REE st, 1959, we have been patiently seeking to resolve misunder~ 
standings about the duties of project personnel, always through of- 
ficial channels 


For you to have made this announcement without any prior notice thus 
raises cuestions about 1) the nature of the decision-making process 


CR; ou: 
group anà our neighborhood by your key officials; and 3) the —— 
ty of the concept of "citizen participation" held by you and Mis 
Cro. 
As a counter-suggestion I refer you to my letter of December 22, 1959, 


that "The liaison committee which functioned regularly in 1957 wl 
Mr, Hoover was planner be reactivated. From the Geeborbond; ai 


oh 


© committee should indlude council leaters, persons from its Adyibory 


Board, and representatives from important noh-council 1 institutions, 


ne 
tatt, aa various city departments, and, perhaps, the Housing Author+ 
ityn! This group will, in effect, be the joint general staff of the 
project." 


Our council still paraven that this proposal offers a useful basis 
for discussion as to t orm a liaison committee might take 


Please regard this letter as an offer of continued cooperation and 
he But coo 


er 
are therefore deeply concerned, in the cae tits of the Pore “ane, 
that this pattern be the best one possibie 


Yours sincerely, 


STANLEY B. WINTERS 
President 


CeCe City Agencies 
Municipal Councilmen 
CHNC Advisory Board 


ess 
The Associated Community Councils 
Individual Community Councils 


